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School Notes: What local schools need now:
Lysol, tissues
By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer

Thursday, November 12, 2009

EASTHAMPTON

The Parent Teacher Organization in Easthampton typically donates snacks and school supplies to
teachers. Last week, it donated Lysol, tissues and disinfecting wipes.

"It's what they need right now," said Dawn Young, PTO president. "The kids come home and go to
school. Their sickness is bouncing back and forth. The parents and teachers can only do so much."

A substitute teacher and parent, Young said she came up with the donation idea because she noticed
a peak in student and faculty absences in schools. The sickness was also prevalent in her own home,
where three of her four children stayed in to rest for about five days around Halloween.

In discussions with elementary school secretaries, Young said she learned up to 20 faculty members
and 60 to 80 students were out sick from Maple Elementary School two weeks before Halloween. At
Center and Pepin Elementary School, she said, approximately 30 students were out sick from each
school the week before Halloween.

"The numbers were so grossly huge in my eyes," Young said. "I thought ¿there's got to be a way that
we could help.'"

She consulted other PTO board members, including treasurer Paula Lloyd, whose two children were
also recently out sick, and moved forward. All 29 elementary classrooms, the Maple Elementary
School preschool and reading recovery classrooms each received one can of Lysol, one box of
tissues and one container of disinfecting wipes. The total value came to about $250.

Teachers smiled as the volunteers popped in, dropped the items off on their desks and ran out their
classroom doors.

"They were forever grateful," Young said.

Schoolchildren are seemingly getting healthier as the number of student absences decreases.

"It looks like it's gone through," said Susan Thibodeau, secretary at Center Elementary School. "It's
nothing compared to the way it's been."

The PTO's biggest annual fundraiser is in January and February, when the group sells butter braids
to help fund gifts for schools. Young said last week's donation was made because it was what she
called a "right now need."

"We'll do this all winter long if we have to," Young said.

Celebrating literacy month

November is family literacy month, and elementary schools in Southampton and Westhampton hold
events today to recognize the occasion.

Westhampton Elementary School students and adults will choose the book they want to read and

Popular stories

Uh, drinking with his dog in his sister's parking lot?
Fund drive to celebrate beloved school assistant
Riley not shy about shooting
Haydenville man stable after crash in Cummington
Sarah Tudryn and Stephen Kraus

 

     

Sign out  Account  Trouble finding something?  Contact us  Classifieds

 

Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech

Blogs

http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/250707
http://www.gazettenet.com/forward/250707
http://www.gazettenet.com/print/250707
http://del.icio.us/post?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2009%2F11%2F12%2Fwhat-local-schools-need-now-lysol-tissues&title=School+Notes%3A+What+local+schools+need+now%3A+Lysol%2C+tissues
http://technorati.com/cosmos/search.html?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.gazettenet.com%2F2009%2F11%2F12%2Fwhat-local-schools-need-now-lysol-tissues
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/catherine-baum
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/SZ=300X250A/KW=NEWS,_NONLOCAL,EASTHAMPTON,LOCAL,NEWS,SCHOOLNOTES,THESUMMIT,_BULK,_CBAUM,_FRONTPAGE,_SUMMIT/V=2.0D/BRC=48780/BCPG143167.202341.227707/
http://r.crosscutmedia.com/r/pubs/dhg/goodsuggestion?url=http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/19/uh-drinking-his-dog-his-sisters-parking-lot&pos=1800909647_1_popular_1
http://r.crosscutmedia.com/r/pubs/dhg/goodsuggestion?url=http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/23/fund-drive-celebrate-beloved-school-assistant&pos=1800909647_1_popular_2
http://r.crosscutmedia.com/r/pubs/dhg/goodsuggestion?url=http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/23/riley-not-shy-about-shooting&pos=1800909647_1_popular_3
http://r.crosscutmedia.com/r/pubs/dhg/goodsuggestion?url=http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/20/haydenville-man-stable-after-crash&pos=1800909647_1_popular_4
http://r.crosscutmedia.com/r/pubs/dhg/goodsuggestion?url=http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/21/sarah-tudryn-amp-stephen-kraus&pos=1800909647_1_popular_5

http://www.gazettenet.com/
http://www.amherstbulletin.com/
http://www.recorder.com/
http://www.valleyadvocate.com/
http://www.pioneervalley.com/
http://www.manyhands.com/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/hampshire-life
http://www.gazettenet.com/logout
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us
http://www.gazettenet.com/classifieds/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://gazettenet.mycapture.com/
http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe


School Notes: What local schools need now: Lysol, tissues | GazetteNET

http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/11/12/what-local-schools-need-now-lysol-tissues[11/23/2009 9:10:36 PM]

Filed Under: easthampton local news school notes the summit

decorate a tote bag in which they will carry that book home to share with their family between 10:30
and 11:45 a.m. Nov. 19.

In Southampton, students at the William E. Norris Elementary School will listen to local storyteller and
musician John Porcino perform at 6:30 p.m. in the school's gym. Poricno will then provide parents
with educational outreach on storytelling with their children while students create accordion books and
pencil toppers. The event will end with cookies and milk for all.

"This is all about teachers and families working together to support literacy in the younger grades,"
said Pati Mari, librarian for the Norris school."Storytelling is a different way to experience a story.
Instead of having a book in your hand where you're reading it out loud and you're showing the
pictures, with storytelling the kids use their imagination for pictures."

Catherine Baum can be reached at cbaum@gazettenet.com.
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