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Official fined for violation

Southampton case concerns dual jobs

By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer
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Thursday, October 30, 2008

SOUTHAMPTON - Joseph Slattery, superintendent of the town's Water Department, recently paid a
$4,000 fine to the State Ethics Commission for violating the conflict of interest law.

Specifically, Slattery violated the law for holding multiple municipal positions and accepting
appointment by his own board to a position supervised by that board, according to a disposition
agreement issued Wednesday. Slattery signed the agreement last month.

The town's full-time Water Department superintendent since 1996, Slattery was also an elected
member of the Board of Health from 1999 to January 2008. In January 2005, the board appointed him
health agent, a position he held until January 2008.

The Board of Health agent, who is responsible for conducting on-site tests and inspections, may not
also be a member of the Board of Health, unless the agent's appointment is approved at annual
Town Meeting. There is no record that indicates Slattery's appointment was approved at Town
Meeting.

The violations do not change Slattery's employment with the town, as he is not holding the health
agent position, according to Town Administrator Diana Schindler.

Calls to Slattery and Board of Health Chairman Jean Paul Crevier were not returned.

"l wasn't aware of any of this going on ... it's all catching me by surprise," Selectmen Chairman Jess
Dods said of the ethics violation. He noted the parties involved operate independently of selectmen.
The Board of Health is elected and the superintendent of the Water Department is hired by the water
commissioners.

"They're not really within our jurisdiction," Dods said.

The health agent receives a stipend of $6,729 a year and a portion of health-service fees, Schindler
said. For example, the health agent earns $100 out of each $135 septic fee, and the remaining
amount goes to the town.

Slattery earns $62,234 a year as Water Department superintendent.

The Ethics Commission began its investigation for possible violations of the conflict of interest law in
December 2006, according to the disposition agreement.

Catherine Baum can be reached at cbaum@gazettenet.com.
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