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From back left are students Gurleen
Kaur, 15, Ariana Baez, 20, with her
daughter, Iyana Cooper-Baez, 18
months, Tom Adams, consultant, and
Janet Gary, project supervisor. Front
left, Dakota Fry, 17, and Kaya
O'Connell of Williamsburg, edit a
video the group produced this
summer.

Hard-knock lives: Stimulus-funded project
immerses youth in life lessons

Thursday, September 10, 2009

NORTHAMPTON - Dakota Fry said if it weren't for a video
project funded by stimulus dollars, he likely wouldn't have
accomplished much this summer.

"I probably would have hung out at home and not done
anything," said Fry, 17, a Northampton High School senior.

Instead, Fry joined four other area youth in the making of a
video that tells the stories of local people's triumphs and
challenges. Over five weeks, the students, between the ages
of 15 and 20, completed a workshop at Northampton
Community Access Television, worked with multimedia
professionals and interviewed people about sensitive,
personal issues.

"It helped me meet new people, make connections and learn
a lot of valuable information that I could use later in life," said
Fry, who landed an internship at Northampton Community
Access Television through the experience.

Distributed by the Franklin Hampshire Summer Youth
Employment Program in Northampton, an $8,700 grant
enabled the group to learn the ins and outs of television
production at Northampton Community Access Television as
well as to hire Tom Adams, consultant for Reelife
Documentary Productions in Williamsburg.

Students devoted 20 hours a week for five weeks to plan, shoot and edit the 35-minute video.

"They had a passion for their work," said Al Williams, executive director for NCTV. The project is
consistent with the station's mission because it's an educational resource and it empowers voices, he
added.

"It's different in that it's produced by youth and the stories being heard aren't normally covered by
media of any kind," Williams said.

The project is the brainchild of Janet Gary, outreach and services coordinator for the Northampton
Community Education Consortium, who works with people who walk the non-traditional path, many of
whom speak English as a second language. Gary said she had always been struck by the pursuit of
higher education and career success.

"They're stories I hear because I work in this office but I don't hear them around the community
much," Gary said. "My idea was to take these stories and let them be heard."

Gary approached city resident Colleen Harris to share her story about alcoholism. Harris grew up in
an alcoholic home and became an alcoholic herself, but she quit because she wanted to make a
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better childhood for her 13-year-old daughter than she had. November marks her fourth year of
sobriety.

Harris agreed to an interview. She sat in the hot seat at NCTV studio, with the lights shining on her
and the questions coming at her.

"It was very emotional," Harris said. "After the first interview I slept for like three hours. It was
exhausting. They were some tough cookies, man. Some of the questions they had, those kids really
worked hard."

Harris gave an "amazing" interview in part because the students were so well prepared, according to
Gary. They planned the questions and paid mind to the interview environment, listening attentively
and offering Harris juice and water.

"They're all really thoughtful young adults," said Gary, a former high school English teacher. "But I felt
like they went over and above my expectations in terms of welcoming her into the studio and making
her feel really comfortable."

"They were very supportive and friendly," Harris added. "To think some of their backgrounds are
similar to mine, maybe they'll get a head start. If it helps at least one other person I'm grateful for
that."

Two students had compelling stories and were also featured in the video. Victor Torres, 20, of
Northampton, shared what it's like to live on his own after he lost both of his parents and all three of
his siblings. Ariana Baez, 20, of Amherst, shared the challenges she faces as a teen parent.

"Society makes assumptions that young parents can't do it very well, but I think she's got the right
ideas and the right support," said Gary. "She's a good parent."

It has not been determined if NCTV will air the video, though Gary said she supports the idea.

Fry says the effort taught him that he likes working in a television studio. People's stories gave him
peace of mind that other people struggle as well, he said.

"I felt honored that people would open up to us that much and tell us their stories even though they
hardly knew us," he said.

Catherine Baum can be reached at cbaum@gazettenet.com.

Comments

Post new comment

Your name:
Catherine Baum

Subject:

Comment: *

Input format

 Filtered HTML

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/northampton
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/catherine-baum


Hard-knock lives: Stimulus-funded project immerses youth in life lessons | GazetteNET

http://www.gazettenet.com/2009/09/10/hardknock-lives-stimulusfunded-project-immerses-youth-life-lessons[9/10/2009 8:48:10 PM]

Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

Allowed HTML tags: <a> <b> <i> <strong> <em> <code> <cite> <ul> <ol> <li> <img> <div>

Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

 Full HTML

Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

More information about formatting options

 

Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs

Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising

Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved

http://www.gazettenet.com/filter/tips
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693e-map.cgi/SZ=468X60A/KW=NEWS,_TOPSTORY,LOCAL,NEWS,NORTHAMPTON,_BULK,_FRONTPAGE,__CBAUM/V=2.0D/BRC=21935/BCPG137530.194196.191621/
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/copyright
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/privacy-policy
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/terms-of-use
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/faq
http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe/
http://www.gazettenet.com/advertising

	gazettenet.com
	Hard-knock lives: Stimulus-funded project immerses youth in life lessons | GazetteNET


	VzLXlvdXRoLWxpZmUtbGVzc29ucwA=: 
	stdForm: 
	keywords: 
	submit: 


	VzLXlvdXRoLWxpZmUtbGVzc29ucwA=: 
	form1: 
	subject: 
	comment: 
	format: 1
	op: 
	op_(1): 




