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Easthampton schools union protests second
year without contract
By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer

Friday, August 29, 2008

EASTHAMPTON - Nearly 100 members of the Easthampton Education Association protested starting
the school year without a new employment contract for the second year in a row before Thursday
evening's School Committee meeting.

Most wearing black and some holding signs, members chanted "Let's be fair, give us health care. No
blind 5. No blind 5"; "What do we want? Contract. When do we want it? Now"; and "Two, four, six
eight, we're willing to negotiate."

"I just wish we were able to spend our time teaching instead of getting our contracts settled," said
Paul Peelle, a high school math teacher who was circling the White Brook Middle School entrance
with protesters.

The EEA, representing teachers, paraprofessionals, custodians and secretaries, began negotiations
with the School Committee and Mayor Michael A. Tautznik in March 2007, with the one-year contract
expiring in June 2007.

On June 17, the EEA, by a margin of 9 to 1, rejected the proposed contract for 2008 to 2011, and
subsequently filed for state mediation. A state mediator met with the two sides in mid-August, with
another mediation session scheduled for Sept. 9.

"We need to be heard," Robert Parent, EEA president for 10 years, said in a telephone interview
before Thursday's meeting. "We need to inform the School Committee as to exactly why we're in the
position that we are and why we're deadlocked."

Members of the EEA wore "No Blind 5" badges to the meeting, and intend to wear them again when
school resumes next week, according to Parent. The badges refer to language in the previously
proposed contract that allows the mayor and School Committee to impose, without bargaining,
unspecified changes that seek to reduce costs by up to 5 percent in the health insurance plans that
cover EEA members and other city employees, AnneMarie Kelley, of the Massachusetts Teachers
Association, wrote in a press release.

The EEA has asked the committee and the mayor what the 5 percent figure meant, whether an
increased deductible or higher copay, but, according to Parent, no clear answer was given.

"We know that health care is a very contentious issue - we understand everybody's dealing with it, but
what we're having to deal with is not similar to other towns and cities," Parent said in the interview.

Patricia Youmell, president of the secretaries association of EEA, added, "We have tried and we've
come up against a stone wall. We're letting the public know because sometimes they don't really get
to hear the whole story."

Parent, who was dressed in black - pants, socks, shoes and shirt - said the EEA offered to increase
health insurance premium contributions by 5 percent. "This alone is monumental," he told the School
Committee Thursday.
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Salary increases and working conditions in the proposed contract were not an issue, according to
Parent and School Committee labor relations consultant and negotiator James Connors.

"The offer we made we think is a very reasonable proposal for a three-year contract," Connors said in
an interview following the EEA's rejection of the proposed contract in June.

Comments

Post new comment

Your name:
Catherine Baum

Subject:

Comment: *

Input format

 Filtered HTML

Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

Allowed HTML tags: <a> <b> <i> <strong> <em> <code> <cite> <ul> <ol> <li> <img> <div>

Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

 Full HTML

Web page addresses and e-mail addresses turn into links automatically.

Lines and paragraphs break automatically.

More information about formatting options

 

Local News State/Region U.S./World Obituaries Sports Business Schools Colleges Politics Opinion Entertainment Health Living Sci/Tech Blogs

Copyright Notice | Privacy Policy | Terms of Use | Contact Us  | Help Center | FAQ | Subscribe to the Gazette | Advertising

Daily Hampshire Gazette © 2008 All rights reserved

http://www.gazettenet.com/category/easthampton
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/user/catherine-baum
http://www.gazettenet.com/filter/tips
http://ads.addesktop.com/ads/ad9693k-map.cgi/SZ=468X60A/KW=SCHOOLS,EASTHAMPTON,LOCAL,SCHOOLS,_CBAUM/V=2.0D/BRC=57736/BCPG11253.25007.138929/
http://pagead2.googlesyndication.com/pagead/iclk?sa=l&ai=BLZFdUlUSSYr6Kp-KVr386PwMkKCgdpyihJYGwI23AeC2DRABGAEg4qulAzgAUJOygP4GYMnOt4vApLARsgESd3d3LmdhemV0dGVuZXQuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9hc8gBA9oBZGh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZ2F6ZXR0ZW5ldC5jb20vMjAwOC8wOC8yOS9lYXN0aGFtcHRvbi1zY2hvb2xzLXVuaW9uLXByb3Rlc3RzLXNlY29uZC15ZWFyLXdpdGhvdXQtY29udHJhY3TIAoijzgOoAwHIAwWYBAA&num=1&ggladgrp=14872731532381009388&gglcreat=3989786784559804988&adurl=http://altfarm.mediaplex.com/ad/ck/8864-49919-2056-10%3Fkwd%3Dclassified%2520ads_content&client=ca-pub-7128612228218776
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/local-news
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/state-region
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/us-world
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/obituaries
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sports
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/business
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/schools
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/colleges
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/politics
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/opinion
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/entertainment
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/health
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/living
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/category/sci-tech
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/blog
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/copyright
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/privacy-policy
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/terms-of-use
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/contact-us
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/help-center
http://www.gazettenet.com/about/faq
http://www.gazettenet.com/subscribe/
http://www.gazettenet.com/advertising

	llYXItd2l0aG91dC1jb250cmFjdAA=: 
	stdForm: 
	keywords: 
	submit: 


	llYXItd2l0aG91dC1jb250cmFjdAA=: 
	form1: 
	subject: 
	comment: 
	format: 1
	op: 
	op_(1): 




