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28 laid off at Easthampton factory
National Nonwovens blames economy for job cuts

By CATHERINE BAUM
Staff Writer

Friday, March 20, 2009

EASTHAMPTON - National Nonwovens Co., of 180 Pleasant St., laid off 28 workers
Tuesday. Officials at the company, which employs about 110 people after the layoffs, said the move
came after nearly a year of cutting operating costs in an effort to keep employees and stave off job
losses.

"This layoff is not a reflection of the company making any poor decisions or the employees not
performing," said Michalina Centofanti, vice president of corporate administration.

"This was beyond our control given the crisis that the world is experiencing," said Centofanti. "This
was not a decision that was taken lightly."

With the layoffs, National Nonwovens loses about 20 percent of its workforce and becomes the
second manufacturing company in Easthampton to announce mass layoffs this year.

Berry Plastics Corp., formerly Tubed Products, laid off an estimated 150 employees, or 30 percent of
its 500 workers, in February. This was after the company laid off 10 percent of its work force in 2005.

"It's basically a sign of the economic situation that's affecting everyone globally," Centofanti said
Thursday.

Founded in 1905 as National Felt Co., National Nonwovens Co. produces a multitude of materials,
adding up to more than 20 million pounds of textiles a year, according to the company Web site.

Tuesday's layoffs affected personnel in every department, according to Centofanti. No further layoffs
are anticipated.

"We are hopeful that the economic crisis turns around in a very short term, and we will monitor it
daily," Centofanti said.

The company took several steps to avoid layoffs, she said, including cost reductions in raw materials,
analysis of product and machine efficiency to streamline manufacturing processes and reduce costs,
and reductions in supply and inventory costs.

"We've done everything in our power over the last 10 months to sustain our markets," Centofanti said.
"Unfortunately our situation reflected the need to do a layoff."

The employees who were laid off are dedicated and hardworking, Centofanti said.

"They are missed," she said. "It's a close-knit organization and everyone is working as hard as they
can to increase the order situation to hopefully result in a call back for our employees."

National Nonwovens corporate offices, research, engineering and production are all housed in
Easthampton. The company has been a supplier of felt and textile materials to the U.S. government
since World War I, and is the only U.S. manufacturer of nonwoven material with its own dyeing facility
and computer-controlled color-matching laboratory, according to its Web site.
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Catherine Baum can be reached at cbaum@gazettenet.com.
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